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MEDITERRANEAN JOINT PROCESS
Water Framework Directive / EU Water Initiative

Sylvie Detoc

Euro-Med Conference of Water Directors   - Rome, 24-25 November 2005
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EU WATER INITIATIVEEU WATER INITIATIVE

Johannesburg Summit – 2002 –
Millennium Development Goals 

EU contribution 
Water supply
Sanitation
IWRM plans

Target 
Halve proportion people without access to basic 
services
Deadline: 2015
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Reinforce political commitment
Promote better water governance arrangements
Improve COORDINATION & COOPERATION
Encourage regional cooperation at basin level
Catalyze additional funding
PARTNERSHIP approach
MODULAR approach

EU WATER INITIATIVEEU WATER INITIATIVE
Objectives & Principles Objectives & Principles 

Regional components

Africa EECCA MED Latin A.

MAP 



29/11/2005 Slide: 4

European Commission  

EU Water Initiative

MEDMED--EUWIEUWI

Launched in 2003
Leader  - Greece
Working group: EUMS, EC, partners countries, 
stakeholders, …
2005 Work Programme: regional activities; 
national dialogues
Links at regional level: 

Med Comm.  Sustainable Development / Barcelona Convention
EuroMed Parternship
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Water Supply & 
Sanit.- Large 

Systems
71%

River Development
2%

Water Supply & 
Sanit.- Small 

Systems
6%

Education/Training: 
Water Supply & 

Sanit.
0.1%

Water Resources 
Policy/Administrati

on
18%

Water Resources 
Protection

3%

Aid to the water by Aid to the water by subsectorsubsector, , 
19961996--20022002

Data refer to commitments of ODA/OA and Other Official Flows. Source: OECD CRS Aid Activity Database.              
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WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVEWATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

urban 
waste 
water

nitrates IPPC &
other
industry
discharges

chemicals

pesticides

biocides

landfills

sewage
sludge

drinking 
water

bathing 
water

Coordination of all other measures

One coherent management frame 
for all water-related legislation

Adopted
in 2000
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WFD WFD -- KEY PRINCIPLES KEY PRINCIPLES 

Protecting all waters, surface and ground waters
Covering all impacts on waters
Good quality (‘good status’) to be achieved, as a 
rule, by 2015
Water quality defined in terms of biology, 
chemistry and morphology
The challenge of river basin approach
Cost Recovery and Equitable Charging
Public Participation
Integrated Management
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Implementation: 
a continuous & transparent process

Formal transposition into national law Dec 2003

Environmental analysis, economic analysis Dec 2004 

Monitoring programmes operational Dec 2006
Public participation at the latest Dec 2006 

Draft river basin management plans Dec 2008

Final river basin management plans Dec 2009

Implementation, assessment, adjustment- 2015 and 
further



29/11/2005 Slide: 9

European Commission  

EU Water Initiative

WFD WFD -- Common Common 
Implementation StrategyImplementation Strategy

Need for a common understanding
Involvement of 25 EU Member 
States and also candidate 
countries – stakeholders 
Active Working groups (Ecological 
status, groundwater, priority 
substances…)
Guidance documents
Pilot River Basins
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WHY a WFD/EUWI JOINT PROCESS?WHY a WFD/EUWI JOINT PROCESS?

EU

WI

WFD

WATER SUPPLY SUSTAINABILITY

SANITATION EFFICIENCY
Integrated Water 

Management

GOOD 
PRACTICE

VALUABLE in 
EUROPE & 
BEYOND

JOINT
PROCESS

FACILITATE SOUND WATER RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT POLICIES IN THE MED, 

BASED ON WFD PRINCIPLES



29/11/2005 Slide: 11

European Commission  

EU Water Initiative In Mediterranean Basin Atlas, Unesco, Blue Plan, CGMW, Jean Margat
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• ENP & Environment:
Overall goal for environmental cooperation with the neighbourhood: 
Gradual convergence with EU environment policy and standards

Technical basis for CONVERGENCE of LEGISLATION in 
the field of WATER (Environmental sub-committees --- short term 
cooperation e.g. Morocco: groundwater; Tunisia: saline intrusion; etc.)

• EU & the Med: 
Common issues / specific hot spots to address

Technical platform for analysis of Med SPECIFICITIES
for WFD IMPLEMENTATION

MED-JP
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EECCA 
EUWI

IWRM 
activities

EUWI / WFD Joint Process

Regional components

Africa

Med EUWI / WFD JP
Non-EU partners and EU Med PRB

3 Focal areas Working groups
Groundwater

Water Scarcity
Rural development / agriculture

MED 
EUWI

IWRM 
activities

WFD
CIS

Working groups

GROUND
WATER

WATER 
SCARCITY

Agriculture

MED Joint MED Joint ProcessProcess

EECCA MED Latin A.
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Technical developments
Foster exchanges on thematic topics
Produce specific recommendations

Improve access to information
Focal point – website

Disseminate best practices
Working groups / drafting groups
Cross-fertilisation - Annual workshop

Political Dimension
Raise awareness on WFD –Convergence
Support & drive the MedJP

MED Joint MED Joint ProcessProcess

Role of EURO-MED Conference of Water Directors
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Financial support & Human resources

Role of leaders: MS / JRC
Mobilisation of partners, expertise: EC, MS
Role of key actors: EMWIS, MENBO, WWF,…
Complementary resources:

RTD projects (FP6, ARIDE, AQUASTRESS, …)
MEDA regional projects (Irrigation…)

MED Joint MED Joint ProcessProcess
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P, ES; 
stakeholders; TUR, 

JOR, TUN

ES, CY, MAL, F, GR, 
MO, ALG, ALB, 
JOR, BUL, TUR, 

stakeholders

EG, TUN, F, IT, CY, 
ES, Stakeholders

Members

- Dec. 05

- Plenary: 
April 06 (tbc)

- Plenary: 
Feb. 06  (tbc)

Meetings

PRB / 
Steering
Group 
AGRI

P, 
EC(JRC)

AGRI
CULTURE

WGCGR, 
EC(ENV)

GROUND
WATER

WGBF, 
EC(ENV)

WATER 
SCARCITY

Link CISLeaders

2005 /2006 ACTIVITIES2005 /2006 ACTIVITIES

Launching of Phase II of the Med JP - BRINDISI II:

Med PRB + non EU partners 
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Concrete outputs & Concrete outputs & Next stepsNext steps

Summary paper
First draft report: “Groundwater 
management in the Mediterranean and the 
WFD”

Finalisation of Technical documents
Development of new topics
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CONCLUSION & OUTLOOKCONCLUSION & OUTLOOK

JP = TECHNICAL tool for WFD & ENP

Need POLITICAL Guidance

SYNERGIES with Existing Instruments 
EMWIS



29/11/2005 Slide: 19

European Commission  

EU Water Initiative

Thank you for 
your attention

sylvie.detoc@cec.eu.int

EUWI: www.euwi.net/
WFD:www.europa.eu.int/comm/environment/water
http://forum.europa.eu.int/public/irc/env/wfd/library
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MEDITERRANEAN EUWIMEDITERRANEAN EUWI

RETURNRETURN


