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Introductory note to the questionnaires

A 2-day workshop is planned by EMWIS in Algeria on 26 and 27 of June 2006 to promote the exchange of experiences between the countries on the implementation of National Water Information Systems: the NWISs 

The questionnaire hereafter aims, on the one hand, at updating the available information on the status of NWIS implementation in the countries, and, on the other, at gathering the information which will be used to structure the exchanges of experiences about field examples: thus, it is proposed to list the main synthetic products which would be or are already developed by the countries on some topics of major interest for water management in the Mediterranean countries. 

Three major topics were retained to be used as a basis for discussion on field aspects:

1- Aquifer status and or level of exploitation (or overexploitation);  

2- Dams and their status;

3- Current (or foreseen) water demand for irrigation and drinking water supply.
The questionnaire is divided into five main sections:

A. Identification of the person answering to the enquiry;

B. Existing situation related to the NWIS (possibly previously filled up with indications extracted from the preliminary study carried out by EMWIS for validation and updating);

C. Case studies related to the production of synthetic information on three topics of interest to the Mediterranean countries;

D. Your expectations regarding a NWIS ;

E. Other comments or useful information.

An example of reply to the questionnaire, presented by the French Focal Point can be seen at the following address: 
" 

http://www.semide.org/documents/html/alger'06.htm



Note on section A: Identification of the person answering to the enquiry 

· At minimum 1 questionnaire, the filling up of which will be coordinated by EMWIS focal point is expected from each country;

· Other organizations may however directly send additional information;

Note on section B: Existing situation related to the NWIS 
Following the cases, some parts of the questionnaires might be already filled up, for validation and/or updating, with indications extracted from the preliminary study carried out at the end of 2005 by « Easy Info » on behalf of EMWIS.

Note on section C: Case studies

The topic « Aquifer status » was selected as groundwater is an essential water resource for many Mediterranean countries, and that coastal aquifers are often overexploited.

The topic « Dam status » was selected as heavy construction programs may be expected to secure the water supplies and that run-off water, heavily loaded with sediments, makes the silting action of run-off active in the Mediterranean countries.

The topic « Demand » was retained as, in addition to the improvement of water resource management, another large advance concerns demand management. It is to be noted that the notion of « demand » may be associated here to the « use » notion when considering information on the abstraction of water resources.

Regarding each of these 3 topics, the questionnaires takes back questions which will be dealt with in the 3 workshops planned during the seminar.

· Enhancement: what are the enhancement products of the basic information, who enhances and how?

· Access to data: Who provides the basic information and how?

· Organizational/legislative aspects: which are the procedures used for ensuring cooperation between institutions regarding the gathering and enhancement of data?

The information provided in these sections will be used as a basis for discussion in the 3 workshops.

Accordingly, the aim is not to try to inventory for each topic all the existing synthetic products but merely to list 3 products, as a minimum, among the most characteristic ones used at the national or sub-regional level (basin, department.). 

Any indicator, map, diagram, etc., allowing to synthesize the status of a system at a time T, can be regarded here as a synthetic product. 

For each product, a hard or digitalized copy that allows visualizing the product will be welcomed. 

Note on section D: expectations regarding a NWIS  

Considering the definition given hereafter for the information systems: 

· “An information system is a set of social stakeholders who record and transform representations via information technologies.”  

a NWIS should not thus be only a “computerized system” and can be entrusted with very different assignments. 

One of the assignments usually recognized for the water information systems concerns the production of synthetic information necessary for decision-making or follow-up actions. It is then essential to define the priority topics that the users of the system wish to develop. 

In addition, other potential assignments can be considered according to the expectations of the various partners of the system. Examples: Identification of information sources, organization of access to existing information, facilitation of exchanges, definition of common indicators, support to the development of an IS for each institution, definition of a common exchange format, etc.).
PRELIMINARY SURVEY 

A / IDENTIFICATION OF THE PERSON ANSWERING TO THE ENQUIRY

	  COUNTRY : CHYPRE


	  NAME  : DEMETRIOU 



	FIRST NAME :  CHARALAMBOS


 

	  POSITION :  HYDROLOGIST 




	  NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION : Water Development Department 




	  ACRONYM OF THE ORGANIZATION : WDD




	  ADDRESS :  Demosthenis Severis Avenue  




	  ZIP CODE : CY-1413



	CITY :  NICOSIA 




	  TELEPHONE    : +357-22451276



	FAX  :  +357- 22304539




	  E-MAIL      : cdemetriou@wdd.moa.gov.cy




	  WEBSITE : www.moa.gov.cy/wdd





B / EXISTING SITUATION RELATED TO THE NWIS (possibly previously filled up with indications extracted from the preliminary study carried out by EMWIS for validation and updating)

Current level of implementation of a NWIS in your country 

	NWIS feasibility study already planned




Main institutional partners, either current or approached as active members of the NWIS in your country

	Acronym
	Name of the organization

	WDD
	Water Development Department - Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment

	SGL
	State General Lab

	Meteo Dep
	Meteo Department

	WBN
	Water Board of Nicosia

	GSD
	Geological Survey Department

	MSPHS
	Medical Services & Public Health Services

	DoA
	Department of Agriculture

	ES
	Environmental Service

	
	

	
	

	
	


Main information systems to be taken into consideration for organizing a NWIS in your country 

	Acronym
	Name given to the information system in the study

	ENVIS
	Environment Information System

	WDD, GSD and Met Dept share all parts of ENVIS 

	ENVIS/GIS - GSD
	GIS for ENVIS - Geological Survey Department
	

	ENVIS / Meteo
	ENVIS / Meteorological section
	

	LIMS - SGL
	Lab Info Management System- State General Laboratory

	TS - WDD
	Telemetry System - Water Development Department

	Cyprus NFP/NWIS
	Website/Cyprus EMWIS National Focal Point

	
	

	
	

	
	


Legislative/organizational aspects implemented for developing the NWIS          

	

	

	


C / CASE STUDIES RELATED TO THE PRODUCTION OF SYNTHETIC INFORMATION ON THREE TOPICS OF INTEREST TO THE MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES 

Note: - A presentation of 3 synthetic products among the most characteristic at the national or sub-regional level (basin, sub-region, administrative area, etc.) is expected for each topic;

· Any indicator, map, diagram, etc. may be considered here, that allows the synthesis of the system situation at a given time T.
Topic 1: Synthetic Information on the aquifer status and/or level of exploitation (or overexploitation)

	Enhancement 
	Access to basic information
	Organizational

Aspects 

	Nature of the synthetic information produced

 (indicators, maps, etc.) 


	Author of the synthetic product
	Objective / Targeted Public / Production and dissemination process
	Information sources used (producer organizations)
	Process used for gathering basic information 
	Common language

(yes/no)
	Institutional/legislative

background

	Example : Piezometric water level map, with indicators on water level changes 
	BRGM
	Follow-up of aquifers piezometry/ Any public/ Monthly production bulletin of the national hydrological situation 
	BRGM, Water services, local authorities 
	ADES server completed with manual collection
	Yes (Sandre)
	WIS agreement protocol/ Convention BRGM//MEDD

	Piezometric water level map with indicators on water level changes 

	WDD
	Monitoring of aquifer state/ targeted 
Public/ quarterly 
	WDD
	Extraction Form ENVIS contouring package
	Yes 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Topic 2: Synthetic information on dams and their status

	Enhancement 
	Access to basic information
	Organizational

Aspects

	Nature of the synthetic information produced

 (indicators, maps, etc.) 


	Author of the synthetic product
	Objective / Targeted Public / Production and dissemination process
	Information sources used (producer organizations)
	Process used for gathering basic information
	Common language

(yes/no)
	Institutional/legislative

background

	Example : National map of the filling-up of the reservoirs involved in supporting low water levels
	MEDD
	Objective  follow-up of the filling-up of dam-reservoirs / Any public/ Monthly production bulletin of the national hydrological situation
	EDF, Basin DIREN
	Mail, phone
	No
	WIS agreement protocol

	Water level/ storage of major dams 

	WDD
	Folloow up on the storage of major dams/ Any public/ daily 
	ENVIS 
	Direct production from ENVIS 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Topic 3: Synthetic information on current (or foreseen) water demand for irrigation and drinking water supply

	Enhancement 
	Access to basic information
	Organizational

Aspects

	Nature of the synthetic information produced

 (indicators, maps, etc.) 


	Author of the synthetic product
	Objective / Targeted Public / Production and dissemination process
	Information sources used (producer organizations)
	Process used for gathering basic information
	Common language

(yes/no)
	Institutional/legislative

background

	Example : Map of the volumes withdrawn per department


	IFEN
	Status of water withdrawals in France / Target : any public

IFEN  Report:  Water withdrawals in France in 2001
	Water Agencies
	Excel files, manual collection
	No, it is under preparation (beginning of 2007)
	IFEN assignment

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


D - YOUR EXPECTATIONS REGARDING A NWIS

Priority topics to be dealt with for producing synthetic information

As regards the production of synthetic information, what would be the 5 priority topics to be dealt with by the NWIS in your country?
1. - 

2. - 

3. - 

4. - 

5. -

Other expectations

(Examples : Identification of information sources, organization of access to existing information, facilitation of exchanges, definition of common indicators, support to the development of an IS for each institution, definition of a common exchange format, etc.):

E - OTHER COMMENTS OR USEFUL INFORMATION

QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE SENT BACK BEFORE 8 June 2006

TO  EMWIS-TU

To Mr. E. MINO E-mail : e.mino@semide.org 

ALL THE DOCUMENTS CORRESPONDING TO THIS SURVEY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE STUDY WEBSITE AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: http://www.semide.org/documents/html/alger'06.htm  
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